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In memory of the late Mas’uda Maman

The space created by Dganit Ben Admon in her exhibition depicts a
state of mind, an existential experience of being under a constant
threat of collapse. Exterior and interior are bound together, and
mythological memories of her family are interwoven with the
present of her life and images of life in the vicinity of her home.
The various elements in the installation - including treatment of
ready-made objects (a decorative fountain, construction scaffolding,
and an escape ladder), which clearly disrupts and undermines their
original function — merge together beliefs, symbols, and nightmares
with reality and everyday life. In the middle of the space stands a
large wall of scaffolding, whose poles are wrapped in absorbent
mattress-protector sheets, clamped together very tightly.

Stretched upon this orderly grid of scaffolding, with its criss-cross
arrangement of tubes, are transparent PVC tarps with a white grid
pattern. These tie in with the pattern of squares set out on the floor
with tape - together creating an overall geometric arrangement of
a repeating square grid that ostensibly establishes law and order,
logic and continuity, and creates a false sense of security in a space
of inviolable orderliness.

In 2005, the Israeli government approved a national master
plan of seismically retrofitting buildings against earthquakes
(known as TAMA 38). This triggered an accelerated process of
renovation and construction work in major cities, especially in
Ramat Gan, the artist’'s hometown. As a result, Ben Admon found
herself surrounded by building sites that constantly invoke a
traumatic family memory, etched on her mind as it passed down
the generations: On February 29, 1960, at 11:40 pm, the strongest
earthquake in the history of Morocco struck the town of Agadir.
The artist’'s grandmother, Mas’'uda Maman, born in 1937, had
immigrated to Israel a few years earlier and so survived the
disaster. But her family, who intended to follow her to Israel and
had gathered in the town for this purpose, were almost completely
wiped out. The traumatic experience of loss haunted Mas’uda for
the rest of her life. A few years after the disaster in Morocco, when
her eldest daughter was hospitalized, she vowed that if the infant
survives, she would light candles every day that the Torah scroll
is taken out of the Holy Ark at the synagogue. These candles are
immortalized in the video work that is projected in the exhibition.

The name of the exhibition, “Up to Here,” speaks to a state
of extreme despair, as when one is nearly engulfed by rising
waters and in danger of drowning. It is as if the soft, absorbent,
fluffy mattress-protector sheets were there to cushion (like an
upholstered bed headboard, or a mattress) the aftermath of
a potential collapse - a futile attempt to ward off inevitable

catastrophe.

a1l Gudi alb Pyeivg ggas] g Guilés abmii ¢rall jiall
Jglaauwiy gjlallg Jalall . jlailll gha Gai laga dasyld diagag
d)gbg Lol ga ajlaii Laililel dyyghwil Glysillg d2a
-(nibisiVll Ja=ll tna dalisall oliall .auyall laiiy adblg
d)gali) djaly @lwall ddlinllg digaul Gallsall Iaiy gag
laflal wnle yirgdii enill (ugya @lwg eliy GYlEw &igjll
adlgll gug duyd yuulgsg jgaj ailic gu a0ai -quulwill
Jgus QLG jlaa gy=il jib g ¢na aags .daragil dlnllg
ga adinall gnaai enill Elli «@dla ailany dlasa aiaacl
Cua anipall GMlaull aSui wnle aias .alavh éSwaa (JLll
-aulji Jsw nle gddia gilad «pyallg Jghll bghi ablsii
«doY @)g )il (nle daguyall dleipall 33gaiy Jni)
«&y)Sin Glayyi &l wnle ¢pging Lwaia M Laa gligsy
aiaig «dyjljaiwlg lahia (alhig ligils lijalb ybyai wnill
ggaa] (1 Jgdi «aitilgs G5 jgau ¥ ¢rall jially Laflj Ijg=u
GilS 2ild vuye Jio clapl aap Glillg Giill 1aa ladgi Jl
cnitell agahll gc jusi gag — jull bl ag) :laiad aray
wu .déjlall asubll (ngd wile dpgauull glwilll Juiwallg
glo diiéhio (na dygé &l dja Ggan aied wlpall pasi
@le tné .apis jilwa asii gl géging «laiiw cniliall @li=a
aws il aljall go wiliall Gbi julea Abiill Gjpa Jaa 1975
-Julpul cna

dyhé ali<ia dha wlc dagsall Gdalp 2005 @le wna
dhall) &)l Glja ggdg duity dailéll cniliall &ygail

21jlilo go dcjwa djgnuw wdl €la anal (38 aiphall aliall

gswi G (gle Glay wna dolh «jspall gaa wha @uajillg cliyll
cnill «cliy gélgar dblaa lawai diliall Gaag Jdamy .ailiall
29 (na :Jlal jlao wnle Gawgi @aalp aulile wnysa hagi
JIilj tngdl palel wna gdg 23:40 aclull wna (1960 bluis
atllga ga (glaa dagaua cailiall axd .gjall ayli cna
Jo (aig «Glgiw gy ¢la Jué A\l wll Gpla 1937
laasy aMul wnll Gjaall (ngii GilS enill dailile g<lg .aijl<il
i1pdi agagll ge Gaisl «lla Jal go palél wna Geaialg
lailn Jigb Jlao dagauma Gaaly aaalnll glagall dipai
laiiyl GilS Laiug «uysall @1jlS nle Glgiw a1y jgja sy
GQalei 13] aili Gjai @agn b wia wadiivall cna adyi gl
ga dlygill ulis lawa ajai dja J< ra gamll ccniiw daiil
sgpila na dlian ggadul ada .guisll cna awadall ailjall
L)l j1 tha ygjpsall giaall

guldl go alby «nle Jag «uujll Juudl 2li» yoy=all @uul
gau .agagllg ayjljaiwll gga Jgau laa agpll gl «Clungll
15 gljan wnhsi aill aragnllg aaclill «@vlall ailanldl i
dlbg go Weaill nll Waal (1w jab siwa Jia) gyall
.4rain @ijls aaalgal aiiic dlglaas (Jaiaall jumilll

AN DDIYAN ATV 1TNTX 12 1'1AT MY1'Y 2NN
YIN .*T'NN 1D0™{7 D1'N 71NN 1171 7 11'N1Y7 1110 ")
ANINAYN 7w 0™A17171'N 1111110'71,17 TN 11 0121 0101
N1'10 7 NIN'XYNA 11NN 1N 7V 11101 D"NTwl
D'D;7"A1IND 712D D121 - AX¥'N1 D'11Y D'VINT7NA .10
,(D17'N 07101 1"'12 "N1A'2 ,N'2'DA7T 1;771TN) 1D1NA 1N
D'1'7¥N - 171N WAWN1 "1700 DT1;7901 7131111 72NN0
.D1'N1' ""N1 MIN'YNA 1'17 17177 "V1'0D1 0D'7N0 , 111NN 1'1
DALY 1"TINVY 7171 0'N1A'A 17 1X"1 77N 1D71N1
FIITINNT ,711D21 1910 1NN 7V 12N 11081 ,711'20 J1'1' 102
A'7¥N0 1TOA D'N1A'AA T2 7V .71N *TD TV D'11;7'TN]
JINAIYUN A0,7Y MY NRY I11V™T A11Y110,20171 TNIXN 1177
102X 7V IDLIATYWNN O'WIAMA JINATT7 0"™11N 17N
T2 121 7710 "MVNIXA 7OVN 1'TNT D™IY1"1,;77A1T 111
ANTINAT,OX1 1172770 ,27T01 {7710 ANIND7 DDANA TN MIYAYDND
087 1N 171710 TINY 2ADNA N1AT1D 11NL'A NYINT

i71T'N7 TI'XIN AINTIN 1D A7WNNi MMY™X 200571
71171 12T .(38 N'NT) fINTX N1T'VN 191 0D'N"7 011N
;TN "MV 1111 Y1A'W NM1TI11V 7W YNIN 1'70N7
FNYV 7INYN 1D .1'INNGA 7Y 7171A10 1V ,12 7NN TNR1'NA1
1171 X77 712 D™1VNALI11 "I7IND 7193710 11NN 12
:T1ITN1Ti 1" 1VDN1 11 1NIY ,'"TINAYN "DNINID 117107
FIT'VUI 1"TNAND 1171011 ,23:40 f1V@1,1960 IN11101 2971
JITINNG 7V AN10 157170 17717131 A1 1;7TNA fNTNA
, 127 DT1{7 D'1W 71ND 1NN N7V ,1937 NT1'7' ,]NN 1TIVDN
YAX7 M7V7 Aa111ONAY ,aA71NAYWN XN .11UON 1N A7X'1 701
7770 DVYND M7NN1 "TNAND 70 DWT7 A0DIDAM 1'M1;7V1
17N 70 1NN ATIVDN JIX 771117 "DNIXID 1TAING 11110
7177 171030 AW NV ,15717101 1TUNA INXNT7 D'IY 11D
TI;711' 7171 D*7NT DNW 171 10T ,AW7 1¥N1 JNITAWIND
11NN 71717 190 JTIN D'N'Y1N 12 D1 731 11111 77717
INTT'1171 71712V D'NNYIIN 17N 71111 .01 11711 W70
STV 77N N1N71N0

W NX7°1¥NT7 N7 ,"wA1 TV 0D'N” 11NV DY
TIV TWAXNND 11'NY ,fIN"'W1 1T1IN TV f1V'1D) ,WINT
1107171 ,N1A0101 NI TUAY AN1T .0 7171 1T'"wnaYy
7w 11 TVDN 1N)D) 77N 111177 TIN MTTANY 11NN
D7 7W MIIXYIA JIX 71917 M@;7an (111N 1IN,

.VIN1*N71 11OX DYV MTTINT:7 7811 11'D'1D , J1'7X*X¥1D10



